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GAVLAK Palm Beach is proud to announce Nancy Lorenz's solo exhibition, Gilded Matter.  Lorenz’s work is 
characterized by her innovative use of materials and techniques. For Gilded Matter, she experiments with gold leaf, 
silver leaf, cardboard, burlap, and jute. Gilded Matter will be on view at GAVLAK Palm Beach from March 8 to April 16, 
2023. An opening reception will take place on March 8th from 5:00 to 7:00 PM.  
 
In Gilded Matter, Lorenz explores the mystical and poetic qualities of gold combined with everyday materials including 
cardboard, jute, and burlap.  She engages with precious metals to create mesmerizing and exquisite compositions. By 
combining these elements with her meticulous craftsmanship, she invites the viewer to explore the mysteries of 
creation. Each work captures the essence of alchemy, a process of transformation, in which base materials are elevated 
to a higher form through the artist's skill and intention.   
 
Works in the exhibition are a part of an ongoing body of work that builds around the tension between everyday objects 
and the opulent.  The rigid and zigzag edge of the cardboard adorned in gold and silver leaf catches and reflect 
shimmering light. Her work with burlap pulls the viewer in with its rich depth and weight, absorbing and guiding the 
vibrant hues of blues and oranges. Lorenz is an alchemist who transforms earthy materials, like burlap, into something 
ethereal.   
 
The centerpiece of the exhibition is a large 96 x 132-inch work entitled Flight, made on a wooden panel with gold leaf, 
lemon gold leaf, resin, iron filings, pigment, lacquer, and gilder's clay.  Flight comes to life through its active and rich 
materiality. Lorenz builds from techniques she learned as an art restorer, showing her command and eagerness to 
explore various media in conversation with one another.  She captures the full range of colorful chemical interactions 
happening between these materials from rich blues to dusty yellows. Lorenz augments and expands what each of the 
individual materials can give us, creating an expansive work that is both a landscape and an abstract painting. 
 
The artistic practice and depth of Nancy Lorenz's work is evident in her use of sacred materials such as gold, combined 
with the humble backdrop of burlap.  This interplay of luxurious and humble elements highlights her quest for 
transcendental beauty and intentionality in her creations. Lorenz creates works that are simultaneously ancient and 
contemporary, abstract, and representational, and deeply personal and universally resonant. 
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NANCY LORENZ 

  
Nancy Lorenz is a visual artist and recipient of the John Simon Guggenheim Fellow who lives and works in New York 
City. Lorenz’s works combine traditional craft practices of sculpture and painting.  Her career history includes solo 
exhibitions such as: a mid-career survey at the San Diego Museum of Art, San Diego, CA; PDX Contemporary Art, in 
Portland, OR; GAVLAK at Los Angeles, CA and Palm Beach, FL; The Century Association, New York, NY; Center House 
Leonhardt Galleries, Berkshire Botanical Garden, Stockbridge, MA.  Her works have been either commissioned or 
purchased by public institutions such as: The New York Public Library; the Portland Museum of Art; the United States 
Consulate in Istanbul; the Beverly Hilton Hotel, Los Angeles; Gucci Tower, Ginza, Japan, and Hong Kong; Mandarin 
Oriental/Time Warner, New York; Soho Grand Hotel, New York; Tiffany & Co. stores in New York, Hong Kong, Ginza, 
Munich, Nice, Montreal, Macao; and Chanel stores in Paris, Hong Kong, Ginza, Taipei, Rome, Boston, Dubai, Geneva, 
and Bangkok, to name a brief selection.  
  
Nancy Lorenz’s work can be seen in public spaces around the world including Chanel and Dior, as well as in numerous 
private collections.  Her works in Gilded Matter, are connected and building off new large-scale installations.  The 
burlap and gold pieces are the studies for a site-specific installation at the Basilica di Santa Maria in Montesanto, Rome 
on view from April 17 through June 11, 2023.  Her work with mother pearl will be featured in the new Tiffany and Co. 
flagship store in New York opening in spring 2023.  
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